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ABSTRACT
Error Analyses of Compositions Written by Learners of Japanese Language :
Focusing on the Factors Preventing the Expansion of Meaning
by
Miwa Maekawa

The purpose of this thesis is to analyze errors of vocabulary in students’
compositions from a semantic and pragmatic point of view and to find different
tendency between students from China and from Korea.

In Chapter 1, I introduce preceding research about error analysis and why I chose
this theme. Many books give us various interpretations about errors in students’
interlanguage which occur primarily because of their mother tongues. These books
generally analyze errors from a syntactic point of view. However, I am interested in
errors of vocabulary because I have noticed that while sentences being grammatically
correct, choices have been intangibly wrong in their contents due to unsuitable word.
Yet I am unable to find many books concerned with the comparative word choice
process and errors made by Chinese and Korean students. Thus I have decided to
focus on errors of vocabulary and analyze these errors from both a semantic and
pragmatic point of view. I hope to find some hints to improve my teaching from this
research.

In Chapter 2, I show approximately 70 error examples and try to analyze them.
First, I gathered more than 400 compositions written by intermediate and advanced
level students whose mother tongues are Chinese and Korean. These compositions are
written about various topics and consist of 400-800 letters. Secondly, I chose
sentences containing errors of vocabulary, following which, I did three things:
highlighted each “error sentence”, provided a “correct sentence”, and asked two
informants to translate correct sentences into Chinese and Korean, respectively.
Gathering errors and analyzing them, I have found some different types of errors.
They are errors related with positive and negative nuances, firmness, degree of
abstraction that each word has depending on a situation, and idioms. And I have also
recognized that mistakes made by Chinese students and Korean students have
different tendencies. I set about analyzing these particular errors and, in turn, have
generated two hypotheses.
Hypothesis 1: Learners whose mother tongue is Chinese have
difficulty understanding some positive and negative nuances that
each word implies when people begin to talk.

Hypothesis 2: Learners whose mother tongue is Korean have



difficulty choosing suitable firmness of words related to each

situation. Moreover, they have difficulty both identifying and

applying subjective and objective words.
I would like to explain about suitable firmness. We use formal words and phrases in a
ceremony, but we speak in a casual manner with friends. In this case, we use a
“suitable firmness”. 1 will also show an example about subjective and objective words.
Japanese adjective “taisetsu”(important) has subjective features, so we use this word
when a writer or a speaker thinks something is really important even if most people
think it uninteresting.

In Chapter 3, I made three kinds of vocabulary quizzes. These quizzes contain
ten sentences with a question component. Students have to choose a particular word
from two words. Quiz No. 1 focuses on the firmness of words. Quiz No. 2 is related to
the positive and negative nuances contained within each word, and to the choice of
subjective and objective words. Quiz No. 3 includes both idioms and metaphor. Thus,
the last quiz judges if learners can understand the expansion of meaning a word
implies within a specific situation.

While expecting my results to support the two hypotheses, in fact, I have found
evidence in support of Hypothesis 1, yet only partially in support of Hypothesis 2. It
means that the results did not show Korean students have relative inability to
distinguish the implied firmness of different words in varying contexts.

In Chapter 4, I have reached a conclusion and I would like to mention how I
continue my research. I think that each Chinese word has each different meaning as
each Chinese letter has its own sound. And this feature is really different from the
feature that each Japanese word has various meanings in a different situation. For
instance, “otona”(adult) is used in three different situations. First, it is used as an
opposite word of “kodomo”(child) and , second, it has the positive nuances that
youngsters become mature mentally. Third, it carries the negative nuances that
youngsters have grown cunning. Consequently, it seems so complicated and
troublesome for Chinese students to choose and use one correct meaning given the
diversity of meanings embodied in this one word. They seem to indicate a clearness
and simplicity to vagueness and implication in speaking or writing. I have observed
this tendency through the result of the questionnaire about their sense of value as well
as the result of the questionnaire about their favorite lyrics. I think this tendency is
supported by their culture.

On the other hand, Korean students focus on phenomenon, such as what

happened and how it went. This means that in Korean there is relative disinterest



between the relationship of the subject and the object and hence their interrelationship,
the closeness between them. This tendency explains why Korean students are not good
at telling the difference between subjective and objective words and also have difficulty
using formal and casual words. They appear relatively unconcerned about the
distance between themselves and others.

Based upon this research, I deeply felt the importance of a teacher’s method of
introducing a new phrase or structure. The Communicative Approach emphasizes the
setting of a situation when teacher introduces a new phrase or a new structure because
those who start to speak must have something to say in certain situations. This
setting includes the relationship between the speaker and hearer or writer and reader,
the closeness among them, where dialogue occurs, and the speaker’s feeling or will.
Teachers should always ensure that students understand the whole idea as well as its
grammar or structure. Even if students are doing pattern practice in a loud voice, |
am afraid students cannot use Japanese correctly without attention to the necessity of
dialogue.

Finally, I will mention my new subject. First, I propose to improve three kinds of
quizzes and ask new advanced students to take them. Secondly, I am interested in
idioms commonly misunderstood and difficult to master. This is because idioms are
products made from the culture and customs of each country. Consequently, they
contain these countries’ perceptions of value. This means we cannot use idioms
regardless of culturally specific knowledge from which the target language is spoken.
Hence, I would like students to discuss the idioms of their own language. Further, I
would like students to share their images of color, animals and body parts, and
occasions when these things are used as idioms. As the next step, students may
compare their own idioms and the ones of different countries. I hope that students
may learn about different cultures while learning appropriate usage of idioms. Despite
these assertion, I feel it imperative on me to learn both Korean and Chinese in order to
further analyze errors, because some nuances may not lie within the words but rather

in Korean and Chinese grammar and structure.
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